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Firstly, I want to thank International Association for Plant Taxonomy for the award of 

Dan Nicolson Grant to support my PhD study.  

The main aim of my research is to provide a comprehensive taxonomic revision for the 

type section of the genus Rhynchosia in southern Africa using morphological characters 

(vegetative and reproductive),  and to assess generic relationships within the Cajaninae 

using molecular data. The last taxonomic revision of the genus Rhynchosia was done by 

Baker 95 years ago (Baker, 1923), where he recognized 59 species of Rhynchosia 

arranged into five sections namely; Cyanospermum (one spp.), Arcyphyllum (two spp.), 

Chrysoscias (four spp.), Polytropia (two spp.), and Eurhynchosia/Rhynchosia (50 spp.). 

Recent taxonomic studies on the South African species have mainly focused at sectional 

level, with studies in four (Arcyphyllum, Chrysoscias, Cyanospermum, and Polytropia) 

completed (Moteetee et al., 2012; Moteetee et al., 2014, Jaca, 2017), and thus make the 

section I am working on outstanding. 

The 2017 Dan Nicolson Grant awarded to me was used to cater for the field work and 

visitation to herbaria where the fresh materials for molecular study were collected and 

specimens were loaned respectively. During the fieldwork, plant species belonging to the 

type section Rhynchosia were studied, information including their habit, phenology and 



distribution were documented and fresh plant materials for molecular study were also 

collected in silica gel.  

Furthermore, while studying the Rhynchosia species collections housed in PRE 

herbarium (Herbarium acronyms is listed according to Thiers, 2011), a new species that 

was collected from Nylstoom, Waterberg, South Africa was discovered, and the specimen 

was misidentified as Rhynchosia spectabilis.  It has been described and will be submitted 

for publication soon.  Additionally, during my visit Buffelskloof Herbarium, I discovered 

that their Rhynchosia species collections were not properly identified which I was 

resourceful in ensuring proper identification. 

 In overall, the preliminary studies on taxonomic revision of the type section Rhynchosia 

was presented at the South African Association of Botanist annual conference, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sajb.2018.02.014 (9-12, January 2018, Pretoria, South Africa,). 

A manuscript on taxonomic revision of erect-suberect species in the type section is at 

present under preparation and will be submitted for publication soon. The abstract for the 

preliminary result on phylogeny of the genus as well as its revision has been accepted for 

presentation at the 2018 International Legume Conference (29th August - 2nd September 

2018, Shendai, Japan).  

 


