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THE CHELTENHAM CONFERENCE ON 
BOTANICAL NOMENCLATURE 

by 
E. D. MERRILL (Cambridge, Mass.) 

At the 7th International Botanical Con- 
gress, Stockholm, July 1950, certain changes 
were made in the Rules of Nomenclature. 
At the Congress an Editorial Committee 
was appointed, charged with the preparation 
of the new text and with its publication. 
The heaviest burden naturally fell on the 
shoulders of Dr LANJOUW for as General 
Editor he had to prepare the copy. All who 
attended the sessions at Stockholm will 
realize that unanimous approval was not 
extended to all the changes made, and that 
a very high percentage of all the proposals 
were rejected by overwhelming majorities. 
The changes that were made reflect the 
final decisions of the Congress. The com- 
mittee was given certain discretion in the 
improvement of the text, but was forbidden 
to change the essential meaning of any 
single passage. 

Typed copies of the new text were cir- 
culated to all members on the Editorial Com- 
mittee, of which each member was requested 
to examine critically and to return his copy 
to the General Editor not later than Novem- 
ber 1,. with comments and suggestions. The 
numerous proposed changes and suggestions 
of committee members were compiled so 
that at the Cheltenham Conference each had 
before him the original typed text and all 
the criticisms and suggested changes made 
by all members of the Editorial Committee. 
Available also were copies of the published 
documents appertaining to the Cambridge, 
Amsterdam and Stockholm Congresses. 

It was evident from the suggestions made 
on the returned documents that the mem- 
bers of the Editorial Committee were not in 
full agreement. Accordingly in November it 
was decided to call a meeting of the group 
if a satisfactory date could be selected. 
Cheltenham was selected as the site for the 
proposed conference for several reasons. 

The chief one was, that Dr and Mrs 
SPRAGUE, who took such a prominent part 
in the Stockholm Congress, resided there; a 
secondary one was, that I had been in Lon- 
don since July 3, but was to sail for New 
York on December 15. Thus it was that any 
date previous to December 14, would be 
satisfactory to the three just named (all 

retired from active service), if we could 
only find a date that would be acceptable 
to the members still in service. The dates 
selected for the conference were November 
26th to 28th inclusive, and these three days 
were indeed very busy ones. Those who 
attended were: Dr CH. BAEHNI (Switzer- 
land), Dr J. LANJOUW (Netherlands), Dr E. 
D. MERRILL (U.S.A.), Dr T. A. SPRAGUE 
(Great Britain), and Dr W. ROBYNS (Belgium). 

Dr F. A. STAFLEU of Utrecht attended all 
meetings as secretary. 

Mrs SPRAGUE took no part in the proceed- 
ings, except to act as a gracious hostess, for 
all meetings were held in the drawing-room 
of the Sprague residence, at 4 Ashford 
Road, Cheltenham. The conference opened 
auspiciously on Sunday evening, November 
25, in the Sprague home, where we were all 
guests at a very excellent dinner where all 
conference matters were strictly taboo. 

We were under very great obligations to 
Dr RICKETT, the one member of the com- 
mittee who could not attend (unfortunately 
Dr MATTFELD, the member for Germany, 
had died early in the year), for the very 
numerous suggestions that he made for im- 
proving and clarifying the text, and for the 
cogent reasons he advanced in support of 
certain grammatical and other changes. 
Practically every suggestion that he made 
was unanimously accepted. 

It was decided that the title of the new 
publication should be: "International Code 
of Botanical Nomenclature, adopted by the 
7th International Botanical Congress, Stock- 
holmn, July 1950". It will be published as 
Volume 3 of "Regnum Vegetabile", a series 
of handbooks to be issued under the auspices 
of the International Association for Plant 
Taxonomy. The approximate date of 
publication will be June, 1952. 

A special pre-publication price to members 
of the I.A.P.T. will be announced later in 
Taxon. The volume will consist of the English 
version, which will be the official text, and 
a French translation to be prepared by the 
French speaking members of the Editorial 
Committee. The Editorial Committee deeply 
regrets that it is not possible to prepare a 
German translation at this time, because of 
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the unfortunate death of Dr MATTFELD, On 
whom we had depended for the text, and 

again because of the radically increased cost 
of printing. It is our desire to keep the sales- 

price of the work as low as possible so as 
to insure its wide distribution. Translations 
into other languages may be arranged later 
should the demand warrant such action. 

At the Stockholm Congress various new 
Articles and Recommendations or rewordings 
of already existing ones, were approved and 
referred to the Editorial Committee for final 
revision; but the Committee was specifically 
charged that it had no power to change the 

general sense of any item approved by the 

Congress. Thus it is that the task of the 
Editorial Committee is a rather delicate one, 
especially when without realizing what it 
did, the Congress on one day approved a 
certain item; and a day or two later approved 
another one quite contrary to the earlier 
action and failed to cancel the first one! 
The Committee debated various items in 
extenso before acting in order to be quite 
certain that what it approved did not actually 
change the sense and thus did not exceed 
the authority granted by the Congress itself. 

For uniformity in citation the Committee 

approved in principal the provisions of the 
Rochester Code for abbreviations, etc. 
Dr RICKETT had submitted a set of rules of 
citation which is still being studied in detail. 

The new Code will include several appen- 
dices covering Paleobotanical Nomenclature, 
Horticultural Nomenclature, Nomina Con- 
servanda, and Rules of Citation. A provisional 
scheme will be included appertaining to the 

organization of future meetings of the 
taxonomic group covering desirable or neces- 

sary Committees, the method of allocation 
of votes to institutions and organizations, etc. 
Whatever may be included in this particular 
appendix will have no force until it is 

approved by the next International Botanical 

Congress, now scheduled for Paris in 1954. 
We all feel the desirability of establishing, 
if possible, an active interim Committee, 
which, between Congresses, will have certain 

powers granted to it. And the more we study 
the rules and recommendations the more 
convinced we are that they should be kept as 
short, concise, and simple as possible. The 
unfortunate tendency has been to make them 
more and more complex, but each Congress 
has wisely rejected by overwhelming 
majorities most of the proposals submitted 
by individuals who take an extreme legalis- 
tic attitude. 

The Editorial Committee iin the garden of 
the Sprague residence. From 1. to r. Dr W. 

Robyns, Mrs M. L. Sprague, Dr J. Lanjouw, 
Dr E. D. Merrill, Dr Ch. Baehni, 

Dr Th. A. Sprague. 

SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSALS, 
STOCKHOLM 

Elsewhere in this issue the forthcoming 
publication of the new "International Code 
of Botanical Nomenclature, as adopted by 
the 7th International Botanical Congress, 
Stockholm, July 1950", is announced. (Reg- 
num Vegetabile Vol. 3). The discussions at 
the Stockholm Congress (see Regnum Vege- 
tabile Vol. 1) were based on the "Synopsis 
of Proposals concerning the International 
Rules of Botanical Nomenclature submitted 
to the 7th Int. Bot. Congr.". 

This "Synopsis" was published for the 
"International Commission of Taxonomy of 
the I.U.B.S." (now incorporated in I.A.P.T.). 

Each member of the I.A.P.T. can receive 
a free copy of this Synopsis on request. The 

price for non-members is $ 2.-. 
Other publications on which the preparation 

of the new "International Code" is based 
are: 

1. J. LANJOUW, Botanical Nomenclature 
and Taxonomy, Chronica Botanica Vol. XII, 
n. 1/2 (With a supplement embodying the 
alterations made at the Amsterdam Congress). 

2. J. LANJOUW, Report Section Nomen- 
clature, Seventh International Botanical 

Congress, Regnum Vegetabile Vol. I (for 
further details see p. 43 of this issue). 
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