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(Vasey) Bowden as though he had made a 
combination which he was careful not to do. 
The error is of less consequence than that the 
change or opinion with respect to the hybrid 
was recorded although the species namd 
remained the same. 

According to the Code the transfer or 
variety to subspecies constitutes a change 
of rank. However, it also can be regarded as 
a taxonomic attitude in the same manner as 
the "X" in the hybrid was treated. To regard 
it as such would be most useful because it 
would avoid the necessity of making com- 
binations which merely repeat the order of 
the three epithets when really we are concern- 
ed only with change of status. We would not 
lose our bibliographic reference and our, 
gentian, for example, would appear in the 
Gray Card Index, as: 
Gentianella quinquefolia (L.) Small ssp. oc- 
cidentalis (A. Gray) Small, pro var. Gillett, 
Ann. Mo. Bot. Gard. 44: 195-269. 1957. 
and, of course, would appear in the Index 
Kewensis in similar form. 

I should like to propose this concept in the 
form of a recommendation to follow Article 
50 as follows: (proposal no. 102 presented to 
the XIth. International Botanical Congress: 
Recommendation 50A 

When an infraspecific taxon is transferred 
to a new rank and the resulting combination 
is identical to one already made at another 
rank (provided acceptance of the name in the 
new rank is not contrary to Article 60) then 
it is only necessary to cite the original author 
of the combination, followed by the words, 
"pro var." "pro ssp." or other rank. 

Example: Saxifraga punctata L. var. nel- 
soniana (D. Don) Macoun, Cat. Can. P1. 1: 
153. 1883, when transferred to the rank of 
subspecies, need only be written S. punctata 
L. ssp. nelsoniana (D. Don) Macoun, pro var., 
rather than S. punctata L. ssp. nelsoniana (D. 
Don) Hult. 
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ON ALTERNATIVE NAMES 

At the end of Art. 34 of the International 
Code of Botanical Nomenclature (1961) there 
is the following note: 

When on or after 1 Jan. 1953, two or more 
different names (so-called alternative names) 
are proposed simultaneously for the same 
taxon by the same author, none of them is 
validly published. 

Example: The species of Brosimum 
described by Ducke (Arch. Jard. Bot. Rio 3: 
23-29. 1922) were published with alternative 
names under Piratinera added in a footnote 
(pp. 23-24). The publication of these names, 
being effected before 1 Jan. 1953, is valid. 

From a careful analysis of this note and 
its example, I think the following can logi- 
cally be deduced: 

1) All alternative names of any rank higher 
than the specific are covered by the note. 

2) As to species or taxa of lower rank, only 
those cases where names were simultaneously 
published under two or more distinct genera 
are specifically covered. 

Of course, for genera or higher taxa there 
is no other possibility of alternation than the 
simultaneous proposal of two or more distinct 
names; but for species or infraspecific taxa 
we can see that the problem is not so simple, 
as two possibilities exist: 

a) The simultaneous proposal for the same 
taxon by the same author of two or more 
combinations, each with a different generic 
name; or 

b) the simultaneous proposal for the same 
taxon by the same author of several distinct 
epithets, all under the same generic name. 

The example given in the Code, and all 
similar situations, fall in the first category. 
From a taxonomic point of view this case 
applies, I believe, more properly to a doubt 
of the author as to the genus to be chosen 
than to the epithet to be used. 

The second case, in my opinion, is not 
covered by the provisions of Art. 34, but 
requires additional exemplification. The 
taxonomic implication is now quite different, 
as the author has no doubt about the genus 
concerned, but hesitates as to the choice of 
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epithet. Since each taxon can bear only one 
correct name (Principle IV of the Code) and 
the author does not take a definite position as 
to the epithet to be used in the particular 
circumscription, it seems to me that such 
alternative names, even though published 
before 1 Jan. 1953, cannot have standing, as 
it is quite impossible to select any of them 
for adoption. Therefore, I propose that such 
names be regarded as not validly published, 
until a subsequent author should choose one 
of them; the priority of the name should 
start with the publication by this subsequent 
author, to whom the authorship must be 
credited. 

As examples of such simultaneously pub- 
lished names which have no standing, I 
would propose the two following pairs pub- 
lished by Kitaibel in Linnaea, 32. 1863: 
"Pyrus ciliata vel marginata" (p. 582) and 
"Pyrus slavonica vel albicans" (p. 583); for 
each pair of names Kitaibel gave a single 
Latin diagnosis. (Proposal no. 103 presented 
to the XIth International Botanical Congress). 

J. Do AMARAL FRANCO 
Gabinete de Botinica 
Inst. Sup. de Agronomia 
Lisboa-3, Portugal. 

NEW NAMES AND COMBINATIONS 
IN THE IRAQI FLORA 

The following have arisen during the course 
of preparation of accounts of the relevant 
families for the "Flora of Iraq". 
GRAMINEAE 

Agropyron podperae NAb. var. velutinum 
Meld., var. nov. a typo lemmatibus glabris 
vaginisve velutinis recedit. 

Iraq: Mosul, rocky slopes of mount Zawita, 
1600 m., K. H. Rechinger 10915 (W, holo- 
type). 

A. MELDERIS (London) 

Stipagrostis plumosa (L.) Munro ex T. 
Anders. Journ. Linn. Soc. Bot. 5, Suppl. 1: 
40 (1860) var. brachypoda (Tausch) Bor, 
comb. nov. 

Aristida brachypoda Tausch in Flora 19: 
506 (1836). 

A. plumosa var. brachypoda (Tausch) Trin. 
et Rupr., Sp. Gram. Stip.: 166 (1842) and in 
Mem. Acad. Sc. Petersb. ser. 6, 5: 166 (1843). 

Stipagrostis brachypoda (Tausch) de Win- 
ter in Kirkia 3: 133 (1963). 

N. L. BOR (Kew) 

RANUNCULACEAE 

Ranunculus neocuneatus C. C. Townsend, 
nom. nov. 

R. cuneatus Boiss., Diagn. Ser. 1, 8: 2 
(1849) non Sommerf. in Mag. Naturvid. 2, 1: 
238 (1832), nec Hook. in Journ. Bot. 1: 242 
(1834). 

Ranunculus macrorhynchus Boiss. var. 
leiocarpus (Zoh.) C. C. Townsend, comb. 
nov. 

R. myriophyllus DC. var. leiocarpus Zoh. 
in Pal. Journ. Bot., J. Series 2: 152 (1941). 

R. trigonocarpus Boiss., Diagn. Ser. 1, 8: 2 
(1849). 
R. macrorhynchus subsp. trigonocarpus 

(Boiss.) P. H. Davis in Notes Roy. Bot. Gard. 
Edinb. 23: 154 (1960). 

Nigella arvensis L. var. longicornis (Zoh.) 
C. C. Townsend, comb. nov. 

N. assyriaca (Boiss.) Boiss. var. longicornis 
Zoh. in Pal. Journ. Bot., J. Series 2: 154 
(1941). 

CRUCIFERAE 

Alyssum minus (L.) Rothm. in Fedde 
Repert. Sp. Nov. 50: 77. 1941 var. collinum 
(Brot.) C. C. Townsend, comb. nov. 

Alyssum collinum Brot., Phyt. Lusit. 2: 
209. t. 180. 1827. 

A. campestre L. var. collinum (Brot.) Cou- 
tinho in A Flora de Portugal: 256. 1913. 
A. parviflorum M. Bieb. var. collinum (Brot.) 
Maire & Weiller in Bull. Soc. Hist. Nat. Afr. 
Nord 30: 258 (1939). 

Best distinguished from var. minus and 
var. micranthum (C. A. Mey.) Dudley by its 
totally glabrous style, this variety has been 
seen from Portugal, Spain, Algeria, Morocco, 
Turkey, Israel, Jordan, and Iraq. 

C. C. TOWNSEND (Kew) 

OCTOBER 1967 467 

This content downloaded from 212.238.120.34 on Sat, 5 Apr 2014 08:58:30 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

	Article Contents
	p.466
	p.467

	Issue Table of Contents
	Taxon, Vol. 16, No. 5 (Oct., 1967), pp. 353-480
	Front Matter
	Phylogenetic Concepts and the Archetype of the Magnoliophytes [pp.353-368]
	The Cult of the Expert and Numerical Taxonomy [pp.369-370]
	Zur Bibliographie der Schmidelschen "Icones plantarum et analyses partium" [pp.371-382]
	The Identity of Achras zapota L. and the Names for the Sapodilla and the Sapote [pp.382-395]
	Why the Controversy over the Type of Cristella Pat.? [pp.396-402]
	On Names Published without Clear Indication of Rank [pp.403-406]
	Publication Dates and Current Names of 144 Names Proposed in Two 1848 Thomas Nuttall Articles [pp.407-414]
	Typification for the Generic Name Halophila Thouars [pp.414-418]
	The Typification of Walkera Schreb. (1789) and Gomphia Schreb. (1789) (Ochnaceae) [pp.418-423]
	The Taxonomic Status of Rumex paucifolius [pp.423-425]
	Erasmus Julius Nyárády, 1881-1966 [pp.425-430]
	Taxonomic Literature
	The Biology of the Enlightenment [pp.431-435]
	Floras Galore [pp.436-440]
	New Facsimile Editions [p.443]
	Announcements [p.444]

	Brief Reviews
	Bibliography of Mexican Ferns [p.441]
	A Bibliography of the Natural History of Iran [pp.441-442]
	A Monograph of the Resedaceae [p.442]

	IOPB Chromosome Number Reports. XIII [pp.445-461]
	News and Notes
	Request [p.480]

	Brief Nomenclatural Notes
	The Identity of Dolichos hirtus Andrews [pp.462-463]
	The Genus Goniogyna DC [pp.463-464]
	The Genus Bakerophyton Hutch [pp.464-465]
	A Suggestion to Avoid Embarrassing Transfers [pp.465-466]
	On Alternative Names [pp.466-467]
	New Names and Combinations in the Iraqi Flora [p.467]

	Nomina Conservanda Proposita
	Bombacopsis versus Pochota [pp.468-469]
	(155-156) Spiniferites or Hystrichosphaera and Hystrichosphaeridium [p.469]
	The Conserved Type of Calliandra [pp.469-472]
	Banisteria Adr. Juss. [pp.472-474]

	News
	Call for Projects [pp.474-475]
	Index Nominum Genericorum (Correction) [p.475]
	150ème Anniversaire du Jardin botanique de Geneve / 150th Anniversary of the Jardin botanique de Geneve [p.475]
	Symposium on Information Problems in Natural Sciences [pp.475-476]
	New York Botanical Garden [p.476]
	North American Flora [pp.476-477]
	A List of Brazilian Phycologists [pp.477-479]
	International Union of Biological Sciences [pp.479-480]
	Eupatorium sinclairii [p.480]

	Back Matter



