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These proposals hopefully would have the following effects. First; by purpose- 
fully stating the intent of Art. 18, Note 2, and Art. 19, Note 2, to deal only 
with improper Latin terminations, the possibility for misinterpretation is closed. 
Second; the new notes retain major emphasis on the stem of the name rather than 
its termination. By introducing these new notes with an additional mention of 
the rank concerned (mention of rank begins each article as well), it may be hoped 
that names whose stems might be construed as conforming to the rule, but whose 
rank was not specifically stated by the original author, would not be accepted. 
Such treatment would be in accord with Art. 35, but hopefully would be con- 
sidered retroactive. Third; the way is left open for conservation of later names, 
including the original name but with changed sense, over the Latinized scientific 
name acceptable under the proposed new notes. The reciprocal action (conserva- 
tion of the genus stem name with vernacular termination over later names) 
appears to be prohibited at this time, as indicated by the manner in which such 
names are treated in the list of Nomina Familiarum Conservanda. Hence the way 
is clear for the elimination of names which, when adopted under the proposed 
new notes, cause confusion or materially change the prevailing taxonomy of the 
group. Fourth; by acceptance of these proposed new notes, the publication by 
Cooke & Hawksworth (1970) becomes an authoritative listing for over 100 
family names whose acceptability is in doubt at this time. If the proposed new 
notes are not adopted, then these numerous family names must be considered 
illegitimate as listed by Cooke & Hawksworth, and a new listing of references 
for the Latinized versions of these names must be generated. 

By explicitly limiting the new notes to the fungi, it may be hoped that tax- 
onomists in other groups will not feel their traditions threatened, especially the 
history of conservation in such cases by taxonomists of spermatophytes. Con- 
versely, if taxonomists of other groups wish to discuss these proposals and 
broaden their scope, appropriate measures may be taken at or before the coming 
Congress, or afterward by the Editorial Committee. 
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necting vowel or vowels (or the omission of a connecting vowel) in a name or an epithet 
is treated as an orthographic error (see Rec. 73G)". 

Discussion - In Art. 20 the ICBN allows a generic or subgeneric name to be 
taken from any source whatever, or even to be composed in an absolutely 
arbitrary manner. Art. 23 again allows a specific epithet to be taken from any 
source, or to be composed arbitrarily. 
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The freedom of these Articles has induced several paleobotanists to devise 
systems of nomenclature which use arbitrary connecting vowels to indicate a 
particular morphological characteristic, thus assisting the memory in retrieving a 
name more easily. An example of this is the names Laevigatisporites and 
Laevigatosporites, assigned to smooth trilete and monolete spores, respectively, 
by Ibrahim (1933). 

With the decline of facility in Latin among the scientific community, systematic 
names increasingly show signs of being composed in an "absolutely arbitrary 
manner", rather than in the grammatically correct manner of those well versed 
in the classical tradition, even if roots of Latin or Greek words can be recognized 
as a source of inspiration. 

In 1972, Srivastava elevated Stereisporites subgen. Distancoraesporis Krutzsch 
1963 (with distal anchors) to generic rank as Distancorisporis (Krutzsch Sri- 
vastava; Srivastava considers the change of "ae" into "i" as the correction of 
an orthographic error, required by Art. 73, paragraph 9 (quoted above in the 
Proposal). 

In view of the large number of names for fossil spores in particular, that have 
"wrong" connective vowels, where it is unclear whether such vowels were used 
unintentionally through inadequate knowledge of Latin, or deliberately with the 
freedom given in Arts. 20 and 23 to compose a name in any arbitrary manner, 
it seems disadvantageous for the nomenclature to "correct" all such names by 
changing such vowels; nomenclatural stability would not be served by such 
procedure. 

The intention of paragraph nine of Art. 73 is well expressed in Recommenda- 
tion 73G. The requirements of the paragraph as part of Art. 73, however, 
constitutes a contradictio in terminis when compared with the freedom allowed 
by Arts. 20 and 23. This contradiction can be removed with the deletion of 
paragraph nine. The resulting loss of some measure of grammatical correctness in 
names is well compensated for by the increased nomenclatural stability. 

For the sake of this stability, it may be desirable to prevent the deletion of 
paragraph 9, Art. 73, from having retroactive force. 
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COMMENTS ON WERESUB, MALLOCH AND PIROZYNSKI'S 
PROPOSAL FOR ARTICLE 59 

D. L. Hawksworth: and B. C. Sutton: 

Summary 

Weresub, Malloch and Pirozynski's proposal to delete the existing third paragraph of 
Article 59 to make it more in accord with other parts of the Code is considered. It is 
concluded that this would not be in the best interests of the stability of nomenclature 
in the fungi and consequently recommended that it be rejected by the next International 
Botanical Congress. 

: Commonwealth Mycological Institute, Ferry Lane, Kew, Surrey TW9 3AF, England. 
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