
New Names Etc. to Be Published in a Single Journal
Author(s): John H. Thomas
Source: Taxon, Vol. 23, No. 5/6 (Nov., 1974), pp. 833-835
Published by: International Association for Plant Taxonomy (IAPT)
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/1218448 .

Accessed: 13/04/2014 09:22

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at .
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

 .
JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of
content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms
of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

 .

International Association for Plant Taxonomy (IAPT) is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and
extend access to Taxon.

http://www.jstor.org 

This content downloaded from 212.238.43.46 on Sun, 13 Apr 2014 09:22:40 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=iapt
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1218448?origin=JSTOR-pdf
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


Proposed by: Peter H. Raven, Missouri Botanical Garden, 2315 Tower Grove Ave., St. 
Louis, Missouri 63110, U.S.A.; F. R. Fosberg, U.S.A.; H. Merxmiiller, Botanische Staats- 
sammlung, Miinchen, Germany; Stanwyn G. Shetler, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
D.C. 20560; John H. Thomas, Stanford University, Stanford, Calif. 94305, U.S.A. 

NEW NAMES ETC. TO BE PUBLISHED IN A SINGLE JOURNAL 

John H. Thomas*: 

Proposal 96a. to require that descriptions of all new taxa, new combinations, and new 
names of organisms covered by the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature be 
published in a journal founded for this purpose and published by the International As- 
sociation for Plant Taxonomy. 

Nomenclature is law, not biology. It is a legal system designed to facilitate 
communication about living organisms in as unambiguous a manner as possible. 
It is, like all legal systems, an imperfect one, having evolved informally and 
formally through addition, deletion, and change for over 200 years. Unfortunately 
as nomenclature is practiced today, it often does not aid communication; its 
provisions cause systematists unneeded work; and it creates confusion. Much of 
the problem stems from the fact that the average taxonomist is not an expert in 
the rules of nomenclature and the editors of many botanical journals know very 
little about them. Further, taxonomists tend to be very individualistic and 
nowhere do these individual idiosyncracies show up more frequently and 
annoyingly than in nomenclatural matters. 

It is proposed, therefore, that the International Code of Botanical Nomen- 
clature be amended to require that all new taxa, all new combinations, all 
new transfers, and all new statutes (and the documentation supporting such 
actions) be published in a single international journal to be sponsored and edited 
by an appropriately selected and appointed committee of the International 
Association for Plant Taxonomy and that valid publication be effected only by 
publication in this journal after the earliest mutually agreed upon date. 

The intent of this proposal is not censorship, but efficiency. In the following 
examples, it is hoped that some, but not necessarily all of the reasons for this 
proposal will become clear. The examples are selected to illustrate points, not to 
embarass individuals. Many additional examples could be cited and this would 
still not form a complete catalogue of the kinds of problems caused by our 
current practice of publishing nomenclatural matters in literally thousands of 
journals all over the world. In the following examples, "new names" is to be 
read to mean: new taxa, new combinations, new transfers, new statuses, and 
all possible permutations of these. 

This proposal will require changes in the wording of some of the Articles 29-45 and if 
it is accepted, the precise wordinz is left to the Editorial Committee. 

i. Preparation if indices. If all new names were published in one journal, compiling 
indices such as The Gray Card Index, Index Kewensis, Index Nominum Genericorum, 
etc. would essentially be done, and indeed with electronic data processing, the whole 
matter could be made very simple. 

2. If all new names were in one journal, the taxonomist would have a much easier time 
of keeping up with his special areas of interest by providing him with all nomenclatural 
matters in one place at periodic intervals. 

3. Taxonomic papers are often so cluttered with nomenclatural matters that to the non- 
taxonomist and often to the taxonomist, they are simply dull. Were all such matters in 
one journal, the rest of taxonomic papers might even be fun to read. 

* Department of Biological Sciences, Stanford University, Stanford, California 94305, 
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4. Nomenclatural matters in inappropriate journals. K. J. Kwon-Chung (Emmonsiella 
capsulata: perfect state of Histoplasma capsulatum. Science 177: 368-369. 1972) wrote 
that the purpose of his paper was 'to provide the Latin diagnosis of Emmonsiella 

capsulata.' This paper is of no interest to the vast majority of the readers of Science and 
would be more appropriate elsewhere. 

4a. Speed of publication of new names. The need for new names is often urgent. 
Publication in one journal dealing with nomenclature would undoubtedly speed up this 

process. 
5. Methods of effective publication. C. V. Morton (Effective publication by xerox? 

Taxon 9: 192. 1960) concluded that the availability of dissertations from University 
Microfilms in Ann Arbor, Michigan, reproduced by the xerox method, constituted 
effective publication. This conclusion was disputed (J. H. Thomas, Xerox certainly does 
not constitute effective publication. Taxon 9: 258-259. 1960). Publication of all new names 
in one journal would effectively stop such foolish and unnecessary arguments once and 
for all. 

6. Lengthy bibliographic citations. Bibliographical citations for new names could be 
much, much shorter were they published in a single journal, which would hopefully 
have a short, single word name. For instance, J. T. Howell in his flora of Marin County, 
made several new combinations in the supplement to the second edition. Even abbreviating 
as much as possible, this bibliographic citation is complicated and confusing in that the 
Supplement has the date of 1969 on it, but the whole was not published until 1970. 
Further, nowhere in the entire work is the actual date of publication stated, quite contrary 
to Recommendation 45B. Many taxonomists consider that manuals and floras are 
inappropriate places in which to publish new names. The more local the floristic work, the 
more absurd it seems to publish new names in them. 

7. Redescription of the same taxon. Although this is not nearly as common a problem 
as it once was, it does still happen. For instance, I. L. Wiggins described Tanacetum 
martirensis Wiggins (New species of plants from Baja California, Mexico. Proc. Calif. 
Acad. Sci. 30: 243-256. 1965) from the Sierra San Pedro Martir, and R. Moran described 
Tanacetum bajacalifornicum Moran (Twelve new dicots from Baja California, Mexico. 
Trans. San Diego Soc. Nat. Hist. 15: 265-295. 1969) from almost the same place. Both 
names refer to the same species and the authors know each other well. 

8. Proper designation of types. In his description of Arctostaphylos truei Knight, W. 
Knight (A new manzanita from Feather River Country. Four Seasons 3(I): 19-20. 1969) 
managed to create syntypes by citing CAS 478084 as the 'type fruit specimen' and CAS 
478085 as the 'type flowering specimen.' Later one was designated as the lectotype (J. H. 
Thomas, Typification of Arctostaphylos truei (Ericaceae). Four Seasons 4(I): 22. 1971). 

9. Proof of deposition of types. Editors of botanical journals usually take on faith that 
a type has been deposited for a new taxon. However, this often does not happen, either 
through error, ignorance, or forgetfulness. For example, a number of the new taxa of Cactaceae 
described by J. Pinckney Hester (Cact. Succ. J. [Los Angeles]) remain without types, 
even though the descriptions indicate what they were and where they were supposed 
to be deposited. It would seem reasonable to insist that the herbarium number of at 
least the holotype be submitted along with the designation of the type and its location. 
Adoption of this proposal would aid in elevating Recommendation 37B to a functional, 
if not a stated rule. 

io. Publication in private journals. As stated, the purpose of this proposal is not to 
impose censorship. However, from time to time, restraint of an author would save future 
generations much work and trouble. For instance, C. P. Smith in his paper on the 
lupines of eastern Fresno County, California, (Species Lupinorum 39: 673-688. i951) 
described 17 new species, nine of them from near the Huntington Lake Post Office. 
Reason alone would indicate that 17 new species in one genus from one small area is 
questionable, especially since Huntington Lake has been a popular resort area for many 
years and has been one of the easiest places to reach in the Sierra Nevada because the 
road has been good for an equally long time. P. A. Munz (A California flora. Univ. 
California Press, I959) reduced 12 of Smith's Fresno County lupine species to synonymy and 
indicated that the remaining five might possibly be hybrids. Although it was not 
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mentioned in the biographical sketch of Smith (J. H. Thomas, Charles Piper Smith, I877- 
1955. Leafl. West. Bot. 8: 41-46. 1956), he was senile when he wrote most of Species 
Lupinorum. 

ii. Appropriate and reasonable deposition of type material. Taxonomic work is 

going on today in almost every country in the world. Yet time after time, workers will 
fail to deposit in the country from which new taxa come at least an isotype or a paratype. 
It does not take much imagination to think how much easier the work of all of us would 
be had there been a wider distribution of type material in the past. It seems only courteous 
that a taxonomist should send type material to the appropriate institution in the country 
of origin. But we find, for instance that P. Bowler and P. W. Rundel (Ramalina baja- 
californica, a new species of lichen from Baja California. Bryologist 75: 365-368. 1972) 

deposited all their material at LA, SD, UC, and US, and the University of California, 
Irvine. No specimen was sent to Mexico according to the description. A. F. H. Buining and 
A. J. Brederoo (Arrojadoa canudosensis Buining & Brederoo, sp. nov. Cact. Succ. J. (Los 
Angeles) 44: 111-113. 1972) described a new cactus from Brazil, but cited only one 

specimen, the holotype, which was deposited at Utrecht. These two cases are not, un- 

fortunately, isolated ones. Do we really make botanical research easier by such practices? 
12. Obscure and short lived journals. C. A. Hanson published three species and one 

subspecies of Atriplex (New species of perennial Atriplex from the western United 
States. Studies in Systematic Botany No. I: 1-4. 1962). This is so far the only number 
of this private journal to appear. It is so obscure that it is not listed in Botanico-Perio- 
dicum-Huntianum (Hunt Botanical Library, Pittsburgh, Penn., 1968) and to identify it 
in some form, it is referred to as 'Stud. Syst. Bot. Brigham Young Univ.' in The Gray 
Card Index. It is clear, however, that this is not a publication of Brigham Young 
University, but rather is a privately published journal. Hanson clearly did not follow the 
Recommendation 29A of the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature. 

13. Use of obsolete terms. The term 'co-type' does not exist in the hierarchy of types, 
yet we still find it used: 'Holotype and co-types deposited in the herbarium of Western 
New Mexico University, Silver City.' (D. A. Zimmerman, A new species of Coryphantha 
from New Mexico. Cact. Succ. J. (Los Angeles) 44: 114-117. 1972). 

14. Confusion about date of publication. Journals are frequently not published on the 
data indicated on the masthead of a particular issue and individual issues rarely carry the 
actual date of publication. For example, A. Cronquist published Enceliopsis nudicaulis 
(Gray) Nels. var. corrugata Cronq. (A new variety of Enceliopsis nudicaulis (Asteraceae) 
from southern Nevada. Bull. Torrey Club 99: 246-247. 1972), but this issue was not 
actually published until April 17, 1973, a fact which the issue of publication does not 
show. A journal published solely for nomenclatural purposes could easily avoid all such 
problems in the future. 

15. Complicated nomenclatural problems. Most practicising taxonomists are not 
experts in nomenclature. Thus having all new names published in one journal would 
allow a much more critical evaluation of complicated problems. For instance, F. A. Lang 
(A new name for a species of Polypodium from northwestern North America. Madrofio 
20: 53-60. 1969) proposed Polygonum montense Lang, nom. nov., as a new name for 
Polypodium amorphum Suksdorf based on the argument that Suksdorf's name was based 
on a monstrosity (Article 71). C. V. Morton in reviewing Lang's paper (Amer. Fern. J. 
6o: 126-127. 1970) believed that, for a variety of reasons, P. montense is a superfluous 
name. Part of the confusion may have been the responsibility of the editor of Madrofio 
at the time (J. H. Thomas). 
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