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Hydrophyllum, chosen by Hitchcock in 1929 when he cited the specific name for the standard 
species. The type of the generic name may be indicated in the following form "Hydrophyllum 
Linnaeus. Type: H. virginianum Linnaeus (lectotype)." 

2. Example 2 of Proposal 115 of the Special Committee report (Didymocarpus). 
3. In the protologue of the name Picrodendron Planchon included one species which he 

mistakenly called P. arboreum (Miller) Planchon based on Toxicodendron arboreum Miller, 
which is now considered synonymous with Allophylus cobbe (L.) Raeusch. The type of the 
name P. arboreum may be rejected as the lectotype of the name Picrodendron since it is 
contrary to the protologue, despite the fact that the name P. arboreum was (mistakenly) 
published in the protologue. 

We are particularly grateful to Dr. J. McNeill (Ottawa), Dr. D. H. Nicolson (Washington) 
and Dr. L. C. Holm (Uppsala) for discussion leading to the above. 
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PROPOSAL TO CHANGE ONE OF THE EXAMPLES IN ARTICLE 57 

Summary 

Eclipta alba (L.) Hassk. and E. prostrata (L.) L. appear to represent extremes of a single, 
highly variable taxon. The name E. prostrata (L.) L. was first used by Roxburgh (1832) when 
he combined E. alba and E. prostrata. The example given under Article 57 of the International 
Code of Botanical Nomenclature states that Hasskarl (1848) was the first to unite these two 
taxa and that his choice of E. alba for the combined taxon must be followed. However, 
Roxburgh's choice of E. prostrata predates Hasskarl by 16 years and is the correct name when 
the two taxa are united. 

The names Eclipta alba (L.) Hassk. and E. prostrata (L.) L. have been a source of confusion 
since their application by Linnaeus in 1753. An examination of specimens at A, CM, GA, GH, 
KYO, NCU, NY and US reveals that the use of these names has either been based on extremes 
of a single, highly variable taxon, or geographically assigned to plants from widely separated 
parts of the world. Linnaeus (1753) first described erect plants from the New World as Ver- 
besina alba and procumbent plants from the Old World as V. prostrata. It is apparent from 
label data that this geographic separation continutes to be followed by many botanists. 

Linnaeus (1771) later tranferred both to Eclipta and changed the name of Verbesina alba to 

Eclipta erecta. Hasskarl (1848) correctly reinstated the specific epithet alba and he has gen- 
erally been followed to the present. 

From the specimens we have examined we find that there is no clear break in characters 
between Eclipta prostrata and E. alba, but that the habit of these plants is greatly influenced 

by habitat. The single name which has priority when E. alba and E. prostrata are combined 
is E. prostrata (L.) L., first used by Roxburgh (1832) when he pointed out that the two taxa 
could not be maintained. His choice predates Hasskarl by 16 years, and according to the Rules 
of Nomenclature, must be followed when the two taxa are merged. 

Roxburgh's statement ". .. Verbesina prostrata and alba Sp. PI. 1272 and I suspect E. 

erecta, punctata and prostrata, are only one and the same species, or at most but accidental 
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varieties from age, soil and situation, .. ." is somewhat confusing and in need of clarification. 
Had Roxburgh not said "I suspect" then there would be no doubt about his intention to 
combine all of the above taxa under Eclipta prostrata. Roxburgh's use and placement of "I 
suspect" seems to be an important factor here. Had he said "I suspect Verbesina prostrata 
and alba and Eclipta erecta, punctata and prostrata are only one and the same species ... ," 
then it would be clear that he only assumed that those taxa were "one and the same" 
and it could not be taken as his intent to combine them at that time. But, his placement 
of "I suspect" following ". . . Verbesina prostrata and alba . . . and I suspect E. erecta, 
punctata and prostrata are only one and the same species ..." seems to be a clear indication 
of his intent to combine Verbesina prostrata and V. alba under Eclipta prostrata, the only 
name he used in Flora Indica. 

Roxburgh made direct reference to Species Plantarum and it can be inferred that he was 
aware of Mantissa Plantarum by his use of the names Eclipta erecta, E. punctata and E. 
prostrata, the only names under Eclipta in that publication. He would therefore have known 
that Verbesina alba and Eclipta erecta were one and the same. By combining Verbesina 
prostrata and V. alba Roxburgh was also aware that he was including Eclipta erecta. We 
believe, then, that Roxburgh's use of "I suspect" only applies to E. punctata, a plant with 
which he was unfamiliar but which he thought might best be merged with E. prostrata. 

Roxburgh's reasoning follows a chronological order of publication and can be expressed 
diagramatically. 

Sp. PI. 1753. Verbesina prostrata and alba 

same same 

Mant. P1. 1771. Eclipta erecta E. punctata E. prostrata 

suspect 

We therefore propose that the example given in sentence 2, paragraph 7 of Article 57 be 
changed to the following: "However, the first author to unite these two was Roxburgh (Fl. 
Ind. 3: 438. 1832), who did so under the name Eclipta prostrata (L.) L., which therefore is 
to be used if these taxa are united and placed in the genus Eclipta." 

The pertinent synonymy is as follows: Eclipta prostrata (L.) L., Mant. P1. 2: 286. 1771; 
Roxburgh Fl. Ind. 3: 438. 1832. Verbesina prostrata L., Sp. P1. 902. 1753. Habitat in India. 
Verbesina alba L., Sp. P1. 902. 1753. Habitat in Virginia, Surinamo. Eclipta erecta L., Mant. 
P1. 2: 286. 1771, nom. superfl., Verbesina alba in synonymy. Eclipta alba (L.) Hassk., P1. Jav. 
Rar. 528. 1848. 

Distribution: A pantropical weed in both the Old and New World and northward into tem- 
perate regions. 

Acknowledgements: We would like to thank Bernadette G. Callery and the Hunt Institute 
for Botanical Documentation for their assistance and use of their facilities, Dan Nicolson for 
his comments and suggestions and the directors and curators of the above herbaria for allowing 
us to examine their specimens. 

Proposed by: Hiroshige Koyama, Department of Botany, Faculty of Science, Kyoto Univer- 
sity, Kyoto 606, Japan and David E. Boufford, Section of Botany, Carnegie Museum of Natural 
History, 4400 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213, U.S.A. 

MAY 1981 505 


	Article Contents
	p.504
	p.505

	Issue Table of Contents
	Taxon, Vol. 30, No. 2 (May, 1981), pp. 375-562
	Front Matter
	A Short History and Bibliographical Analysis of the Journal Flora (Regensburg) (Vol. 1-71, 1818-1888). Part 1. The Editors [pp.375-392]
	Infrageneric Classification of Helianthus (Compositae) [pp.393-403]
	The Distribution of Storage Proteins in Magnoliophytina (Angiosperms) and Their Serological Similarities [pp.404-419]
	Studies on Manganese-Accumulating Alyxia Species from New Caledonia [pp.420-423]
	An Automated Data Bank for Grass Genera [pp.424-429]
	Evolutionary History of the Old World Lupines [pp.430-437]
	Linnaean Nomenclature. Universal Language of Taxonomists. And the Sporae Dispersae (With a Commentary on Hughes' Proposal) [pp.438-448]
	Generic Typification and Article 10.1 with Comments on the Typification of the Generic Names Diamorpha, Leucaena, Odontonema, Picrodendron and Pseudolarix [pp.449-456]
	Typification of Generic Names [pp.457-463]
	Lupinus heptaphyllus (Velloso) Hassler vs. Lupinus hilarianus Bentham [pp.464-470]
	Points of View
	The Origin of Land Plants: A New Look at an Old Problem [p.471]

	Nomenclature
	Report of the Committee for Fungi and Lichens [pp.472-473]
	Report of the Committee for Fossil Plants [pp.473-475]
	Malaxis rheedii Sw., an Earlier Name for M. versicolor (Lindl.) Abeywickr. (Orchidaceae) [p.475]
	The Odious Problem of Generic Names Ending in -idium vs. -odium: Confusable under Article 75? [pp.476-477]
	Validation of Blakeochloa Veldk. (Gramineae) [pp.477-478]
	The Lectotypification of Gossypium tomentosum Seem. and the Name of the Hawaiian endemic Gossypium [pp.478-481]
	Typification of Crinum zeylanicum (L.) L. (Amaryllidaceae) [pp.481-482]
	Euphorbia candelabrum Welw. versus Euphorbia candelabrum Kotschy [pp.483-485]
	The Name of the Madeiran Maytenus (Celastraceae) [pp.485-486]

	Proposals to Conserve or Reject
	Assignment of Numbers to Recently Proposed Conservations of Family Names (Algae) [pp.487-489]
	Proposal (652) to Conserve the Spelling Pseudelephantopus over Pseudo-Elephantopus with a Commentary on "Plant Genera Described by First Lieutenant von Rohr with Added Remarks by Professor Vahl" (1792) [pp.489-494]
	(653) Proposal to Conserve Hapaline Schott (1858) over Hapale Schott (1857) (Araceae) [pp.494-495]
	(654) Proposal to Conserve Preissia Corda 1829 against Cyathophora S. Gray 1821 (Hepaticopsida) [pp.495-496]

	Proposals to Revise ICBN
	Algal Names and Article 39: Figuratively Speaking [pp.497-499]
	A Note on Effective Publication [pp.499-501]
	A Further Note on Effective Publication [p.501]
	A Further Proposal on Typification of Generic Names [pp.501-504]
	Proposal to Change One of the Examples in Article 57 [pp.504-505]

	Chromosome Number Reports LXXI [pp.506-517]
	Index Hepaticarum Supplementum: 1976-1977 [pp.518-537]
	Bulletin of Bryology XX [pp.538-542]
	[Illustration]: HI-IAPT Portraits of Botanists No. 97. Edward Charles Jeffrey [p.543]
	Reviews and Announcements
	untitled [p.544]
	untitled [pp.544-545]
	untitled [pp.545-546]
	untitled [p.546]
	untitled [pp.546-547]
	untitled [p.548]
	untitled [pp.548-549]
	untitled [p.549]
	untitled [pp.550-551]
	untitled [p.551]
	untitled [pp.551-552]
	untitled [pp.552-553]
	untitled [p.553]
	untitled [pp.553-554]
	untitled [pp.554-555]

	News and Notes [pp.556-562]
	Deaths [p.559]
	Guido João Frederico Pabst, 19 Sept. 1914-27 April 1980 [pp.559-561]
	Boris Vasil'evich Skvortzov [p.561]
	Correction: Comparative Anatomy and Morphology of Psiloxylon and Heteropyxis, and the Subfamilial and Tribal Classification of Myrtaceae [p.562]
	Back Matter



