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142 TAXON VOLUME 40 

(16) Proposal to amend Art. 69 

Delete the first sentence of Art. 69.1 and add the following: "Any name that would 
cause a disadvantageous nomenclatural change (Art. 14.1) may be proposed for rejec- 
tion. Proposed names are not to be used unless the proposal itself is rejected" 

The proposal attempts to address a problem long recognized by taxonomists: for 
many reasons, names are ignored or not typified because they would overturn 
established nomenclature. The tack taken here is simple but labor intensive, requiring 
the combined efforts of the editors of 'Taxon', secretaries of the nomenclatural com- 
mittees, and members of the systematic community. Proposals will have to be written, 
peer reviewed, published, and then evaluated (Art. 69.2). The sole criterion, causing 
nomenclatural instability, is admittedly vague requiring common sense and judgment 
on the part of both systematists making proposals and the committees evaluating 
them. 

If this concept is accepted it would be tantamount to conservation at all ranks. Cer- 
tainly, the provisions could be abused, and frivolous proposals could be written. 
However, I hope this can be controlled by having the editor of 'Taxon' submit each 
Art. 69.1 proposal to the secretary of the appropriate nomenclatural committee who 
would oversee the peer review process. Thus, the first level of review for a proposal 
would be by the systematic community itself, and if judged appropriate, the proposal 
would be published in 'Taxon'. Only then would the name not be available for use 
unless and until the proposal to reject itself has been rejected by the appropriate 
nomenclatural committee. 

The concept of a "name that has been widely and persistently used for a taxon or 
taxa not including its type" is retained in Art. 69.4, thereby allowing such names to be 
conserved (Art. 14.1) or rejected (Art. 69.1). Therefore, one of the factors resulting in 
nomenclatural instability shall continue to be the above quoted rationale. 

The question of protecting "names in current use" is being discussed and such pro- 
posals may eventually be adopted. Nonetheless, it will likely be several decades before 
species names can be listed. Nomenclatural problems cannot be put aside in the 
interim. As the current Code contains few ways whereby a validly published name can 
be rejected, it is critical that means be provided whereby any name at any rank that 
would cause nomenclatural instability can be evaluated, and if appropriate, rejected. 

Proposed by: James L. Reveal, Department of Botany, University of Maryland, College Park, 
MD 20742-5815, USA. 
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