
Report of the Committee for Algae: 6
Author(s): Pierre Compère
Reviewed work(s):
Source: Taxon, Vol. 48, No. 4 (Nov., 1999), pp. 811-814
Published by: International Association for Plant Taxonomy (IAPT)
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/1223654 .
Accessed: 02/06/2012 03:24

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at .
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of
content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms
of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

International Association for Plant Taxonomy (IAPT) is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and
extend access to Taxon.

http://www.jstor.org

http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=iapt
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1223654?origin=JSTOR-pdf
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


TAXON 48 - NOVEMBER 1999 

Report of the Committee for Algae: 6 

Pierre Compere' 

The Committee for Algae (last report in Taxon 48: 129-132. 1999) reports on 7 
conservation proposals concerning 2 family names, 2 genus names and 3 species 
names; all are recommended. The Committee also expressed opinions on several 
proposals to amend the Code that are of particular relevance for algae, and decided 
to support 2 unpublished proposals, to be submitted from the floor to the Nomencla- 
ture Section of the Congress, on behalf of the Committee, by its Chairman, Paul 
Silva. 

14 members of the committee actually voted on these proposals: J. Bolton (Cape 
Town), V. Conforti (Buenos Aires), G. Furnari (Catania), H. Lange-Bertalot (Frank- 
furt am Main), J. Larsen (Copenhagen), E. C. de Oliveira Filho (Sao Paulo), D. 
J. Patterson (Sidney), A. K. S. Prasad (Tallahassee), W. F. Prud'homme van Reine 
(Leiden), P. C. Silva (Berkeley, Chairman), K. L. Vinogradova (Saint Petersburg), 
W. J. Woelkerling (Bundoora), T. Yoshida (Sapporo), and P. Compere (Meise, Sec- 
retary). One member did not send back the ballot forms on time and is considered to 
have abstained. Under the 60 % rule, 9 votes are necessary for a conservation pro- 
posal to be recommended or rejected. Concerning the proposals for modification of 
the Code, 8 or more positive votes is considered as a support from the majority of 
the Committee. The vote is recorded in the order: yes : no : abstention. 

Conservation proposals 
(1235) Conserve Peridinium elpatiewskyi (Ostenf.) Lemmerm. (Dinophyceae) with 

a conserved type (proposed by Meyer & Elbrachter in Taxon 45: 531-532. 1996). 
Votes: 11:3:1 (recommended). 
The obligate lectotype of Peridinium umbonatum var. elpatiewskyi Ostenf., the 

basionym of P. elpatiewskyi, is the illustration accompanying the original descrip- 
tion; however, this illustration does not agree with current usage of the epithet for a 
species in the genus Peridiniopsis and as the basis for a sectional epithet in that ge- 
nus. A first vote was split and the proposal was again submitted to the Committee. 
The second time it obtained an ample favourable majority. 

(1361) Conserve Protoperidiniaceae J. P. Bujak & E. H. Davies (Dinophyceae) 
against three earlier family names (proposed by Fensome & al. in Taxon 47: 727- 
730. 1997). Votes: 11:1: 3 (recommended as amended below). 
Without conservation, the three family names proposed for rejection, based on the 

names of little-known, small genera often considered synonymous with earlier 
names, would have priority over Protoperidiniaceae, based on the largest genus of 
the family. The proposers had considered the name Protoperidiniaceae as not val- 
idly published before. Silva, however, noted a previous valid publication by Balech, 
as "Protoperidiniideae", with a description in Spanish. This name is available as it 
satisfies all requirements under the zoological Code. It is therefore validly published, 
with its original authorship and date, under Art. 45.5 of botanical Code, but with its 

Jardin Botanique National, Domaine de Bouchout, B-1860 Meise, Belgium. 
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termination changed according to Art. 18.4. Conservation of the name Proto- 
peridiniaceae, with its author's citation changed to "Balech in Publ. Espec. Inst. 
Esp. Oceanogr. 1: 77. 1988", remains nevertheless necessary since at least two if not 
all three of the competing names proposed for rejection are older. 

(1362) Conserve Rhaetogonyaulacaceae G. Norris (Dinophyceae) against Shub- 
likodiniaceae V. D. Wiggins (proposed by Fensome & al. in Taxon 47: 731-732. 
1997). Votes: 12: 1:2 (supported). 
Shublikodinium V. D. Wiggins is now considered by most researchers as a junior 

heterotypic synonym of Rhaetogonyaulax Sarjeant. The proposal is to allow the use 
of the younger family name, based on the correct generic name, in preference to the 
older, based on a synonym. As all names concerned relate to fossil dinoflagellates, 
the proposal does not fall under the jurisdiction of this Committee. However, as 
prior to the St Louis Congress names of all fossil algae could displace the names of 
non-fossil ones (Art. 11.7), an informal vote from this Committee was requested. 
The formal recommendation is coming from the Committee for Fossil Plants (see 
Taxon 48: 818. 1999). 

(1379) Conserve Chlorella Beij. (Chlorophyceae) against Zoochlorella K. Brandt 
(proposed by Silva in Taxon 48: 135-136. 1999). Votes: 14: 0: 1 (recom- 
mended). 
The free-living Chlorella and the endozoic Zoochlorella are now considered con- 

generic. The younger name, Chlorella, is the one that is widely used in the extensive 
literature on this very important genus of unicellular microalgae, which is of rele- 
vance in many fields outside taxonomy, especially in physiological research, and 
whose mass cultivation has some economic importance. The replacement of 
Chlorella by the older Zoochlorella would have disturbing effects much beyond 
algal systematics. 

(1380) Conserve Frustulia cuspidata Kitz. (Bacillariophyceae) with a conserved 
type (proposed by Cox & Ross in Taxon 48: 137. 1999). Votes: 14: 0: 1 (rec- 
ommended). 
In a study on the type material of several naviculoid diatoms, Cox pointed out that 

none of Kitzing's material that could qualify as lectotype of Frustulia cuspidata 
was in agreement with the current concept of the name. Therefore, she and Ross 
proposed to conserve that name with a conserved type, to allow its continued use in 
its current sense. 

(1381) Conserve Navicula ambigua Ehrenb. (Bacillariophyceae) with a conserved 
type (proposed by Cox & Ross in Taxon 48: 137. 1999) Votes: 13: 1: 1 (recom- 
mended). 
This case is very similar to the foregoing one. Ehrenberg's type material was 

found to disagree with current usage of the name. The proposed conserved type will 
maintain the name as it is currently used. 

(1383) Conserve Rhodochorton Nageli (Rhodophyceae) with a conserved type (pro- 
posed by Moe & al. in Taxon 48: 141-142. 1999). Votes: 14: 0: 1 (recom- 
mended). 
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The designated type of Rhodochorton is Ceramium violaceum Roth, of which the 
type is now considered to be referable to Polysiphonia fucoides (Huds.) Grev. Con- 
servation of Rhodochorton with a new type is thus necessary to allow continuous 
usage of the name in its current sense. Even though Rhodochorton was recently 
merged in Audouinella Bory by Woelkerling, followed by several authors, this 
treatment has not been universally accepted. Conservation of Rhodochorton with the 
proposed conserved type will allow phycologists who recognise the genus as distinct 
from Audouinella to apply the name Rhodochorton purpureum (Lightf.) Rosenv. to 
a species widespread in the northern Alantic, northern Pacific, and in the coastal 
waters surrounding the subantarctic islands and the Antarctic continent. 

Proposals to amend the Code 

(53) = Art. 21 Prop. B - Isoviita in Taxon 47: 761. 1998. - Votes: 13: 0 2. 
(54) = Art. 21 Prop. C - Isoviita in Taxon 47: 761-462. 1998. - Votes: 1: 12: 2. 

A large majority of Committee members prefer Prop. (53), as they consider that 
use of a binary combination as epithet in the name of a subdivision of a genus, 
though not admissible, does not invalidate that name but is to be corrected to the 
proper form without change of the author's name and date of publication. One 
member voted "yes" to both proposals, although they are mutually exclusive. 

(55-56) = Art. 35 Prop. B-C - Isoviita in Taxon 47: 763-764. 1998. - Votes for both 
proposals: 12:1:2. 
Besides the non-voting Committee member, one member deliberately abstained 

because he dislikes infrageneric and infraspecific ranks, and one opposed the pro- 
posal for the same reason. However, a clear majority of this Committee supports the 
proposal thst a "?" sign be taken to indicate sectional rank, and a "*" sign, subspeci- 
fic rank. 

(99[a]) = Art. 11 Prop. A - Chaloner & al. in Taxon 47: 909-910. 1998. - Votes: 
2:12:1 

(100) = Art. 11 Prop. B - Chaloner & al. in Taxon 47: 909-910. 1998. - Votes: 
12 : 2:1. 

Considering that, while the bases of taxonomy are often the same for fossil and 
extant diatoms (i.e., the characters of the silica frustulum), the same is not true of 
other groups of algae, a large majority of the Committee prefers the proposal to state 
"Fossil taxa, excepting diatoms (Bacillariophyceae)" rather than "Fossil non-algal 
taxa". Under this option, all fossil algal taxa except diatoms will be treated as para- 
taxa, like fossil taxa belonging to other plant groups. 

(209) = Art. 11 Prop. F - Hawksworth in Taxon 47: 952. 1998. - Votes: 2 : 6: 7. 

Only 2 Committee members supported this proposal, whereas a majority opposed 
it or abstained, considering that the proposed deletion in Art. 45.5 would not change 
current practice of phycologists but that the newly proposed Art. 11.7bis would be 
premature and should first be negotiated with representatives of the zoological and 
bacteriological Codes. It has been the current practice of this Committee to conserve 
names of ambiregnal organisms that could be used under another Code when the 
correct name under the botanical Code was unavailable under the other pertinent 
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Code. Similar mechanisms exist under the other Codes, to conserve names that are 
correct under the botanical Code when the names available under these other Codes 
cannot be used in botanical nomenclature. 

(211& 212) = Art. 8 Prop. C + Art. 37 Prop. A + Art. 9 Prop. C - Gams & al. in 
Taxon 47: 954. 1998. - Votes: 4: 9: 2. 
A majority of Committee members voted against these proposals, or abstained, 

because they thought that they required wider discussion, involving phycologists 
studying microalgae by means of culture. At this time, the Committee for Algae 
does not accept that the possibility to use metabolically inactive cultures as types be 
restricted to some groups of fungi and denied to phycologists. 

New proposals to amend the Code, to be submittedfrom the floor at St Louis 
Paul Silva, Chairman, alerted the Committee to two problems he had met in phy- 

cological nomenclature, which might be solved by new proposals submitted from 
the floor to the Nomenclature Section of the forthcoming XVI International Botani- 
cal Congress: (1) the grammatical gender of genus names ending in -phycus, more 
often treated as masculine than as neuter; and (2) the lack of a clear definition of the 
term "iconotype", which sometimes means "an illustration used as type" and some- 
times "an illustration of the type". He asked for support from the Committee, so that 
these new proposals could be submitted on behalf of the Committee rather than by 
himself as an individual. 

New proposal (A): in Art. 62.2(c), to add -phycus (-phykos) to the two present ex- 
ceptions (-anthus, -anthos and -chilus, -cheilos) of name elements that ought to be 
neuter since they derive from neuter Greek nouns but have usually been treated as 
masculine in botanical tradition and therefore are to be so treated. - Votes: 
12 : 2:1. 
This proposal is supported by a majority of Committee members. One of the op- 

posing members voted against because he objects to proposals submitted from the 
floor. Consequently, this proposal has been submitted to the Nomenclature Section 
on behalf of the Committee for Algae. 

New proposal (B): at the end of Art. 8.3, after "illustration", add "(iconotype)", with 
a definition (footnote): "An iconotype is an illustration that serves as holotype or 
lectotype. It is not an illustration of a holotype or lectotype". - Votes: 13: 1: 1. 
Here again, a majority of the Committee supports the proposal, which has there- 

fore been submitted to the Nomenclature Section on behalf of the whole Committee. 
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