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(163-174) Twelve miscellaneous proposals to amend the Code 

Piers Trehane' 

(163) In Prin. II, insert "generally" before "determined". 

Although the type-method provides a corner-stone of the Code, not all names are 
based on this method: a number of suprageneric names in widespread use are de- 
scriptive (typeless names) based on circumscription (e.g., Angiospermae, Coniferae, 
Gymnospermae, Monocotyledones). This proposal is made to correct a misleading 
statement. 

(164) Add a sentence at the end of Art. 23.1.: "The specific epithet is written with a 
small initial letter.", and delete Rec. 60F. 

Many may be unaware of the fact that, under the Code, it is still permissible to 
use upper-case initial letters in some epithets. Few publications still use this typo- 
graphical option, while students are constantly taught to use upper-case letters in 
supraspecific ranks only. This proposal forces the modern convention to use lower- 
case letters for all specific epithets; by inference (Art. 24.2), the same will apply to 
infraspecific epithets. Adoption of this proposal will aid standardisation in the pres- 
entation of names. 

(165) Amend Art. 46.1 to read. 
"46.1. In publications, particularly those dealing with taxonomy and nomenclature, 
it may be desirable, even when no bibliographic reference to the protologue is made, 
to cite the name of the author(s) who validly published the name concerned. In so 
doing, the following rules are to be followed." 

The present, rather curious wording of this Article gives the impression that 
author citations after names are to be given in all works that adhere to the provisions 
of the Code. Rather than being "necessary", author citation is quite unnecessary in 
many publications and leads to cumbersome presentation. This proposal does away 
with the compulsive element but instructs those who wish to use author citations to 
follow the subsequent Articles and Recommendations. 

(166) In Art. 60.6, delete the first part of the third sentence, to the semi-colon. 

The effect of this proposal would be to remove the diaeresis from Latin plant 
names. As the Code correctly states, the diaeresis is a pronunciation device indicat- 
ing that two vowels written side by side are to be pronounced separately; they are as 
diacritical as the macron, umlaut, cedilla or other accents and are sometimes auto- 
matically inserted by later authors even though the original author did not use them. 
Rules for pronunciation are traditionally (and fortunately) not governed by the Code. 
Although strictly speaking they are not part of orthography (correct spelling), diae- 
reses do require a different character in the ASCII set which can inhibit searching by 
electronic means when they are used. They are thus increasingly perceived (albeit 
wrongly) as being of an orthographical nature. Removing the option for using them 
will aid database compatibility and improve efficiency of nomenclature. 

1Index Plantarum Cultarum Project, 13 Westborough, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 1LT, U.K. 
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(167) Delete Art. 60.7, move Art. 60 Ex. 9 to under Art. 60.1, and delete Art. 60 Ex. 10. 

The substance of the present Art. 60.7 concerns "original spelling" (as defined in 
Art. 60.2) and its provisions duplicate those in Art. 60.1. In addition the concept of 
an "earlier" author is not easy to comprehend, especially as Ex. 9 refers to names of 
genera that came in at the starting point of nomenclature (1 May 1753): thus the 
point of this article may be made by removing the existing Ex. 9 to under Art. 60.1. 

As for Ex. 10, Candolle, when first describing Zygophyllum billardierii (Prodr. 1: 
705. 824) made no reference in the protologue to Labillardibre or any latinised 
equivalent of his name (apart as implied in the epithet itself) so it is not possible to 
be certain from internal evidence whether he did indeed intend a latinisation when 
forming his epithet. The example seems misplaced under this Article and is super- 
fluous under this proposal. (There seems to be no doubt that Z. billardierei is the 
orthography to be used.) 

(168) Delete the first sentence of Rec. 60C.2, and add a paragraph after Art. 60.6. 

"60.bis. Epithets formed from personal names which either commemorate ancient 
Greek or Roman persons (whether actual or mythical), or are latinised pseudonyms, 
are given their appropriate Latin genitive to form substantive epithets." 

Examples to be added should illustrate names (a) derived from classical persons, 
e.g. alexandri from Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.), augusti from Caesar 
Augustus (63 B.C. - A.D. 14), hecubae from Hecuba and hectoris from Hector, both 
characters in Greek mythology; (b) adopted in a deliberately latinised fashion e.g., 
linnaei for Linnaeus, gerardi for John Gerard who styled his name "Gerardus"; and 
(c) latinised pseudonyms such as in Bromelia lucatoris, named for Lyman B. Smith 
who was an accomplished wrestler in his younger days. 

The current Article leaves too much room for subjective interpretation, e.g., one 
has to decide what is "intentional latinisation" and what is a "well established lati- 
nised form". Thus epithets are often used interchangeably, e.g. fabri and faberi, 
martini and martinii, edithiae and edithae, depending on one's perception of what a 
"well established latinised form" might be. Referral to the protologue of a novel 
name should be enough to determine whether or not an author correctly uses the 
appropriate Latin genitive. 

(169) Delete Art. 60 Note 2 and Ex. 15, and reword Art. 60.9 as follows: 
"60.9. The use of a hyphen in a name of a genus or in an epithet is treated as an error 
to be corrected by deletion of the hyphen, except in a specific or infraspecific epithet 
formed of words that usually stand independently, or in which the letters before and 
after the hyphen are the same, when the hyphen is to be used." 

The proposal will have the effect of de-hyphenating all generic names and all 
epithets in names of subdivisions of genera. The following list of 17 hyphenated 
generic names in current use was drawn up by searching the on-line versions of ING 
and NCU-3: Chryso-hypnum Hampe (Amblystegiaceae), Cyrto-hypnum Hampe & 
Lorentz (Thuidiaceae), Drake-brockmania Stapf (Poaceae), Fitz-roya Hook. f ex 
Lindl. (Cupressaceae), Hueber-pestalozziamonas Skvortsov (Peranemataceae), 
Leuco-inocybe Singer (Tricholomataceae), Neo-urbania Fawc. & Rendle (Orchida- 
ceae), Neo-uvaria Airy-Shaw (Annonaceae), Oakes-amesia C. Schweinf. & P. H. 
Allen (Orchidaceae), Pechuel-loeschea O. Hoffm. (Asteraceae), Pseudo-eunotia 
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(Grunow) Grunow (Bacillariophyceae), Pseudo-nitzschia H. Perag. (Bacillariophy- 
ceae), Sebastiano-schaueria Nees (Acanthaceae), Solms-Laubachia Muschl. (Bras- 
sicaceae), Trico-monas Donn6 (Trichomonadophyceae), White-sloanea Chiov. 
(Asclepiadaceae). 

In addition, ING alone claims a further four generic names as being published 
with hyphens: Lauro-cerasus Duhamel (Rosaceae), Pseudo-fumaria Medik. (Pa- 
paveraceae), Saxe-gothaea Lindl. (Podocarpaceae), Saxo-fridericia R. H. Schomb. 
(Rapataceae), while NCU-3 also claims Pseudo-amphiprora (Cleve) Cleve (Bacil- 
lariophyceae). Other hyphenated names have been noted (Zilstra, pers. comm.). 

As may be seen, deletion of the hyphen will not harm the euphony of any name 
here listed and will legitimise current practice which often removes the hyphen, 
contrary to the existing rules of the Code. There will thus be only one orthography 
(correct spelling) for each name. 

Changing the present final phrase "is permitted" to "is to be used" removes the 
optional use of hyphens and forces them to be used in the two cases prescribed, thus 
avoiding orthographical variants. 

(170) In Rec. 60B.1, convert clause (d) into a Note and add reference to Art. 60.2 
after the word "spelling". 

As it stands, clause (d) is not a Recommendation. 

(171) In Rec. 60C.3, replace "original" with "usual". 

The term "original spelling" is defined under Art. 60.2 as being the spelling em- 
ployed on valid publication. The concept is difficult to realise in human names since 
the spelling of such names evolve over a period of time and one cannot define 
"original spelling" in this sense. The word "usual" transmits the intention more ac- 
curately, thus removing superfluous debate over the spelling of a human's name. 

(172) Delete Rec. 60E. 

The existing Recommendation and example seem meaningless since use of 
"original spelling" is at variance with the definition of this term in Art. 60.2. 

(173) In Rec. 60H, insert "to be" before "spelled", replace "host plant" with "associ- 
ated organism", and make this a provision placed in Art. 60. 

This is a further case where a Recommendation is, de facto, a rule which has to be 
followed; the proposal would raise its status to that of a rule. The term "host plant" 
does not reflect current practice, whereby the epithets of fungus names are often 
derived from animals, or from plants on which they are not strictly parasitic. 

(174) In Rec. 601.1. delete the word "their". 

Inclusion of "their" appears to be an error; its removal is to encourage authors to 
show the meaning of their names or epithets, not just names in combination. 
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